CHAPTER   IX
THE  NEW  KING
JAMES had left a world of affairs which, of late, never ceased to bewilder him, and over which he had for some time exercised no control. The problems of the future he left to his ill-fated son, who was immediately proclaimed King Charles I, both at Theobalds and at Whitehall The new King, unlike his father, appealed to the popular imagination. He possessed a handsome personality, and in his shy reserve and regal dignity men thought they could envisage countless hopes for the future. Little was known generally of Charles's character, for he made few friends and did not inherit his father's garrulity, preferring silence to speech on most occasions. One thing at least counted strongly in his favour, for all men knew that he was on the popular side in desiring a war with Spain, and the nation was ready to follow its warrior king against the hereditary foe. As Charles was proclaimed at Whitehall, therefore, there were loud cheers on all sides. The joy of the people devoured their mourning3 says a contemporary.1
It was soon obvious that the Duke of Buckingham was to enjoy the unwonted distinction of reigning supreme in the affections of two of Britain's monarchs. After James had died, Charles and Buckingham remained at Theobalds for a few hours, coming up to St James's that night to take up their residence. For the rest of the week Charles remained in the seclusion of his Palace, finding his greatest
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